
DECISION 

rK-''-- 
THE COMPTROLLER QCNIRAL 1QW 
O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A I P U  
W A S H I N B T O N .  D . C .  2 o s 4 e  

FILE: E-216050 DATE: August 22, 1984 

MATTER OF: SCEEE S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n  

DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  a g e n c y  d e c i s i o n  t o  a w a r d  
c o n t r a c t  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  8 ( a )  of t h e  Small 
B u s i n e s s  A c t  is n o t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by GAO i n  
t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a s h o w i n g  o f  p o s s i b l e  f r a u d  or 
bad  f a i t h  o n  t h e  p a r t  of g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  or 
a f a i l u r e  by a g e n c y  o f f i c i a l s  t o  follow 
a p p l i c a b l e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

SCEEE S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n  (SCEEE) p r o t e s t s  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ' s  d e c i s i o n  to award a cont rac t  
u n d e r  s e c t i o n  8 ( a )  o f  t h e  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  Act, 15 U.S.C. 
E 6 3 7 ( a )  (1982), f o r  t h e  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  selection of cand-i- 
d a t e s  u n d e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e  Summer F a c u l t y  
R e s e a r c h  P r o g r a m .  SCEEE, a w o m a n - c o n t r o l l e d  small 
b u s i n e s s ,  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  Air F o r c e  s h o u l d  allow all s m a l l  
b u s i n e s s  f i r m s  t o  c o m p e t e  f o r  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t .  We d i s m i s s  
t h e  p r o t e s t .  

S e c t i o n  8 ( a )  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (SBA) t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  with any 
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  w i t h  p r o c u r i n g  a u t h o r f t y  and to ar range  
f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s u c h  c o n t r a c t s  by l e t t i n g  s u b c o n t r a c t s  
t o  s o c i a l l y  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  s m a l l  business 

h i s  d i s c r e t i o n "  t o  l e t  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  SBA upon such teres 
a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  may b e  a g r e e d  u p o n  by t h e  p r o c u r i n g  
a g e n c y  a n d  S B A .  I n  l i g h t  of t h i s  b r o a d  d i s c r e t i o n ,  we do 
not r e v i e w  a g e n c y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  t o  award c o n t r a c t s  u n d e r  
s e c t i o n  8 ( a )  u n l e s s  t h e r e  I s  a s h o w i n g  of possible bad 
f a i t h  o r  f r a u d  o n  t h e  p a r t  of g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  o r  t h a t  
a p p l i c a b l e  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  f o l l o w e d .  M G L 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  I n c . ,  E-210766, F e b .  22, 1983, 83-1 C . P . D .  
1 184; K i n g s  P o i n t  Mfg. Co. ,  I n c . ,  54 Comp. Gen, 913 

11 c o n c e r n s .  The  a g e n c y  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  is a u t h o r i z e d  "in 

(1975), 7 5 - 1  C . P . D .  1 264. 

S C E E E  d o e s  n o t  a l l e g e  f r a u d  o r  b a d  f a i t h  on the part 
of g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  o r  t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  
f o l l o w e d .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  p r o t e s t  i s  d i s m i s s e d .  We p o i n t  
o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i t  I s  SEA p o l i c y  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n y  a d v e r s e  



B-216050 2 

impact on s m a l l  businesses before agreeing to a c c e p t  
procurements under the 8(a> program. Therefore, the pro-  
tester, if it desires, may provide appropriate informat ion 
concerning the adverse impact on it of an 8 ( a )  award to SBA 
for that.agency's consideration. 
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